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Terms and abbreviations
Boar Male guinea pig (cavy)
Buck Male rabbit
C Centigrade
CAHW Centre for Animal Health and Welfare
Cm centimetre
Cm2 Square centimetre
Coprophagia When an animal eats its faeces (droppings)
Doe Female rabbit
FAO Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
Fryer Young rabbit of up to 2 kg not older than nine weeks
G Gram
Gestation Time between conception and birth
IM Intramuscular
Kilograms Kg
Kindling Act of giving birth (rabbits)
Kit, kitten, bunny Young rabbit
M Metre
M2 Square metre




Oestrus When a female is in heat (ready to breed)
Parturition Act of giving birth (rabbits)
Pseudorumination When an animal, such as a rabbit, eats its droppings to digest food a second time
pup Young guinea pig (cavy)
Quarantine Temporary isolation of animals that arrived from elsewhere or which have been exposed to a disease for some time to avoid 
transmission of diseases
Roaster Older rabbit, over 2.5 kg up to eight months of age
RSPCA Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
S Second
SC Subcutaneous
Sow Female guinea pig (cavy)
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Foreword
Nearly every country in the world experiences a level of malnutrition that constitutes a serious public health 
risk. Between two and three billion people are malnourished; they experience some form of undernutrition, are 
overweight or obese, or have some sort of micronutrient deficiency (minerals, vitamins).
About two million people, particularly women, are affected by iron shortages and about 1.6 million people live in areas 
where iodine deficiency is endemic. Approximately 230 million children worldwide suffer from vitamin A deficiency.
The faces of poor nutrition are many: from children living under famine conditions with skeletal bodies, to adults who 
have trouble breathing due to obesity, to infants who do not live to see their first birthday because of a combination 
of poor diet, poor infant feeding practises and exposure to infectious disease.
In the Democratic Republic of the Congo, malnutrition is, unfortunately, common in the countryside. Protein 
deficiency is widespread, at times acute in high-population areas.
Several donors and non-governmental organizations are addressing the improvement of food security and nutrition, 
but there is a lot to do in this field and calls for action from.
The challenge of eradicating hunger and malnutrition requires effective action across a number of sectors and 
areas. One of these sectors is agriculture and livestock. The Tuendelee Pamoja II project focuses on boosting the 
nutritional variety in the targeted households by bringing all social groups into the production and consumption of 
fortified organic agricultural products and the development of small livestock as a source of animal protein as a key 
to strengthening food security and nutrition as well as to increase income and improve the resiliency of the rural 
poor.
Micro-livestock (rabbit and guinea pigs (cavies)) that are prolific and easy to breed (both in practise and the cost of 
investment) appear to be a quick and achievable solution that can be used to supplement and compensate for the 
insufficiency of protein in rural areas for various reasons:
1. Provides quality, balanced nutrition for families
2. Provides income for families
3. Facilitates the production of fertilizer (compost)
Why is the meat of rabbits and guinea pigs (cavies) good for family nutrition and health? How can a resource-poor 
farmer breed rabbits and guinea pigs (cavies) with success?
This guide provides answers to these questions and presents an overview on the importance of consuming the meat 
of rabbits and guinea pigs (cavies). It will also highlight the proper conduct of husbandry of rabbits and guinea pigs 
(cavies) (housing, feeding, breeding and disease management), and finally, describe the slaughter and cooking of rabbits 
and guinea pigs (cavies) for home consumption in rural areas.
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Executive summary
This guide focuses on rabbits and guinea pigs (cavies) kept for meat production and not as household pets. The 
content of the guide targets basic issues such as:
• which species to choose: economic considerations and personal preferences.
• choice of breed and of animals for reproduction.
• housing of rabbits and guinea pigs (cavies).
• feeding of rabbits and guinea pigs (cavies).
• signs of ailment, discomfort and diseases.
• common diseases, their prevention and their treatment.
• breeding, reproduction.
• slaughtering and cooking for home consumption.
The focus is on prevention of ailments through good husbandry procedures and in cases of disease outbreak, a cost-
efficient treatment which prevents the spread of disease to other animals.
If treatment becomes necessary, the owner and the Centre for Animal Health and Welfare (CAHW) must decide if 
the costs of treatment are justifiable or if culling of the animal and, if possible, home consumption are a better choice.
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1. Introduction
Rabbits and guinea pigs (cavies)1 are often referred to as micro-livestock. This group also includes agoutis and 
grasscutters (often erroneously called agoutis in Western Africa). They are herbivores which feed on grass, vegetables, 
fruits and grains. They are an important part of the diet of poor people2 with land constraints in many countries of the 
world, in particular South America. The main distinction between rabbits and guinea pigs (cavies) is that rabbits are 
mammals whereas guinea pigs (cavies) are rodents (a group of animals which also includes rats).
Major reasons for keeping rabbits and guinea pigs (cavies) as a source of meat for home consumption and marketing 
are:
• they produce large amounts of delicious, tasty, healthy and highly nutritional meat containing a lot of protein (up to 
21%); the meat is low in calories, fat, sodium (salt) and cholesterol.
• unlike larger animals, such as pigs and goats, a rabbit or guinea pig (cavy) can be consumed in a single meal, thus 
eliminating the need for refrigeration.
• rabbits and guinea pigs (cavies) multiply quickly. With excellent feed and care, a rabbit raiser can start with two 
females and one male and produce 50 or more rabbits in one year. Even when only local forage and feed is available, 
three–four females and one male can furnish 2 kilograms (kg) of meat per week to strengthen the family diet. On 
the other hand, 50–150 females can mean a business, which provides employment and extra income.
• feeding costs are low, as rabbits and guinea pigs (cavies) can be fed with grasses, legumes, weeds, fruits and herbs, 
and occasionally grains. Rabbits and guinea pigs (cavies) are hindgut fermenters. They have simple, single-chambered 
stomachs and are equipped with bacteria that digest the cellulose from plants (like horses or elephants). Hindgut 
fermenters can consume small amounts of varying qualities of forage all day long and are able to pull a maximum of 
nutrition out of small quantities of feed.
• rabbits and guinea pigs (cavies) produce manure which is a high quality fertilizer containing phosphorus and 
nitrogen that can be used in vegetable gardening.  As the manure is rich in protein, it can also be dried and added to 
the diets of other species.
• rabbits and guinea pigs (cavies) are easy to raise at homes and small farms in town. The hutches do not take up a lot 
of space. Rabbits and guinea pigs (cavies) are easy to care for. Rabbits are quiet; guinea pigs (cavies), however, make a 
bit of noise especially when eating.
• Rabbit (and to a smaller extent guinea pigs (cavies), as their skins are often consumed) skins are also valuable; they 
can be made into hats, collars, slippers, pillows, small rugs etc.
1. They do not come from Guinea and they are not pigs (pigs are omnivores feeding both on vegetables and meat whereas guinea pigs (cavies) are 
vegetarians, eating only grass, vegetables, grains, fruits). However, the female is called a sow and the male boar, whereas the male rabbit is a buck and 
the female a doe.
2. In some countries, rabbit and guinea pig (cavy) meat is highly appreciated for special events which makes the meat an interesting commercial 
commodity for breeders.
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Starting a new family micro-livestock project will require examination of species preference and economic issues. 
Rabbits and guinea pigs (cavies) should not be housed together. The Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals of the United Kingdom states: ‘We advise against keeping rabbits and guinea pigs [cavies] together as: They 
have different needs (e.g. dietary). Unlike rabbits, guinea pigs (cavies) cannot synthesise vitamin C which must be 
provided adequately within their diet. Rabbits may bully guinea pigs [cavies], which can make them stressed if they 
cannot get away. The bacteria, Bordetella bronchiseptica, is the most common cause of respiratory disease in guinea 
pigs [cavies]. Rabbits, cats and dogs can carry this bacteria, which can pass to guinea pigs [cavies] and cause disease. 
Therefore, guinea pigs [cavies] shouldn’t be housed with rabbits and should be kept away from cats and dogs.’
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2. Preparing to raise rabbits or guinea pigs 
(cavies) for meat production
2.1 Economic and other considerations
Nutritional deficits and stunting of children occurs in the sub-region (countries of the African Great Lakes). This is 
mainly due to the low nutritional value of the household diets, which includes poor protein intake (often less than 
10% of the total diet). It is therefore important to complement the diet with meat because of its high protein and 
high concentration of B vitamins, which are not provided by plant foods, even with grain legumes (soybeans) that are 
nutritionally the closest plant foods to meat. Yet traditional production of meat using chicken, pigs, goats and sheep 
on the small farm has several disadvantages. If small animals are raised in pens and fed in a cut and carry manner, they 
usually require purchased concentrates or grains which could be used as part of the diet for the family. If allowed to 
roam freely, they make it impossible to maintain a dooryard vegetable garden and can make good hygiene difficult. 
Manure cannot be collected and used as a soil conditioner to improve the yield of crops to replace costly commercial 
chemical fertilizers.
Access to animal protein is, however, not limited to the common farm livestock, namely cattle, goats and sheep, pig or 
poultry. Micro-livestock is a viable option to provide household protein as it requires little space, which makes it ideal 
for landless or very small farms, feeding costs are low, the nutritional value is higher than pork and last but not least, 
due to fast reproduction, offspring can be marketed, improving the family revenues. Labour requirements are low, so 
children can be involved in fetching grasses and cleaning the cages or hutches.
Furthermore, if a larger farm animal is slaughtered and the entire animal cannot be consumed at one meal, 
refrigeration or other preservation techniques are required whereas micro-livestock can be consumed completely 
during a family meal.
In the following section, the pros and cons of raising rabbits and guinea pigs (cavies) for meat production will be 
compared.
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2.2 Pros and cons of both species
Normal parameters
Rabbits Guinea pigs (cavies)
Adult body weight (depends on breed) Small breeds less than 3 kg Medium breeds 3–5 kg 
Large breeds 5–7 kg
Male 900–1,200 g
Female 700–900 g
Life span (depending on management) Three years Three to seven years
Rectal temperature 38.6–40.1°C 37.9–39.5°C
First oestrus Five months (exotic breeds up to 10 months) At the age of five weeks, but mating should not 
start before the age of five months
Oestrus cycle 15–16 days 15–17 days
Gestation 29–31 days 68 days average
Weaning +35 days after the birth After three to four weeks
Fertile Up to four years Four to five years
Reproduction
Rabbits can produce—in up to seven litters per year and six–eight kits (bunnies) per litter—up to 56 kits (bunnies) 
per year. They take three to four months to butcher, at a weight of 2.0–2.5 kg, with about a 50% dress-out rate 
(meaning that 1–1.25 kg is quality meat). The dress-out rate depends on local eating habits and can be much higher, 
e.g. if the skin is also eaten. Thus, one doe can produce up to 70 kg of quality meat per year.
Guinea pig (cavy) sows produce litters from one–seven pups (two per litter are common). It takes about three–five 
months for a guinea pig (cavy) to reach process weight (between 0.7–1 kg), yielding around 50% meat (0.35–0.5 kg). 
They have many small bones, and most of the meat is in the head. Total time from breeding to plate is six months 
(two months pregnancy plus four months to reach slaughter weight). They will breed four to five times per year.
Summary
• One doe can have five–seven litters, with a total of 30–56 kits (bunnies) a year producing up to 70 kg of meat per 
year.
• A guinea pig (cavy) sow can have four–five litters per year with a total of less than 20 pups a year producing not 
more than 10 kg of meat.
Housing requirements
Rabbits require about 0.3 m2 per adult. Guinea pigs (cavies) require less than 0.1 square metre (m2) per adult. In less 
than 1 m2, three rabbits (one buck, two does) can be kept, whereas in that same space, 10 guinea pigs (cavies) (nine 
sows, one boar) can be kept.
Each rabbit requires its own feeder, drinker and resting place. On the other hand. several guinea pigs (cavies) can 
share the same feeder and drinker. This means that the start-up expense of raising rabbits is much higher than guinea 
pigs (cavies).
Both species are very sensitive to the sun and temperatures over 29°C; they are less sensitive to the cold. Guinea pigs 
(cavies) suffer more from the heat than rabbits because they have an amazingly thick layer of subcutaneous fat. High 
temperatures have a negative effect on the fertility of males. Mating should take place in the cooler hours of the day.
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Rabbit cages have to be cleaned out much more because their urine has ammonia in it, which can cause respiratory 
problems. Self-cleaning cages using wire mesh is therefore a good option. Guinea pigs (cavies) can develop foot 
problems if bedding is not cleaned or topped up frequently.
Rabbits jump; therefore, fences/sides of cages need to be higher, about 1.20 m. In addition, rabbits dig and burrow 
and free-range enclosure sides need to be buried deeply underground. Lids or wire-mesh covers need to be solidly 
fixed to the sides. Guinea pigs (cavies) cannot jump high or climb, so if kept in free-range fences, walls of 20 cm can be 
enough to avoid escape. They also do not dig or burrow into the ground. Mesh wire to protect against predators can 
be necessary. 
Guinea pigs (cavies) are herd animals. They only require 0.1 m2 of space as adults and they prefer being bunched 
together.
Nutritional value of meat
The meat of rabbits and guinea pigs (cavies) is considered healthy, preventing hypertension and heart disease, 
protecting against stroke, and good for bone and teeth formation. Well-fed and healthy children suffer less from 
learning difficulties. The consumption of meat and other livestock products like milk and eggs also helps in the fight 
against HIV/AIDS through boosting the immune system. In fact, people infected with HIV/AIDS need to eat more 
saturated fat in order to help augment the blood cholesterol level. Thus, the rapid reproductive cycle of micro-
livestock will benefit the most marginalized social groups.3
Comparison of nutritional value of common meats
Meat (edible portion, uncooked) Per cent protein Per cent Fat Calories Calories 500 g of meat
Rabbit (fryer with giblets) 20.8 10.2 795
Guinea pigs (cavies) +20 8 650
Chicken (fryer with giblets) 20 11 810
Veal (medium fat) 19.1 12 840
Lamb (medium fat) 15.7 27.7 1,420
Beef (fat) 16.3 28 1,440
Pork (medium fat) 11.9 45 2,050
3. Wilson, T, Small animals for small farms, FAO Diversification booklet No. 14.
6 Raising rabbits and guinea pigs (cavies) for meat in smallholder environments in the Democratic Republic of the Congo
Feeding
Rabbits and guinea pigs (cavies) are herbivores, meaning they derive their nutrients from plant material. Correct 
feeding and watering strategies are needed to ensure that they are kept in optimum health at all times. Animals should 
have access to fresh, clean water at all times. Several feeds, however, are high in water and can decrease the quantity 
of extra water that is needed. Weather and lactation can also dictate the volume of water needed per individual 
animal.
Rabbits and guinea pigs (cavies) that are not given hay or fresh forages in their diet tend to do more fur-chewing 
(their own fur and the fur of other animals in the cage), which can result in the building up of trichobezoars, which are 
masses of hair that get trapped in the gastro-intestinal tract.
Hay also encourages rabbits and guinea pigs (cavies) to drink more water, which helps prevent stones from forming 
in the urinary tract. In addition, a diet of hay discourages overeating, and also helps maintain a healthy balance of gut 
bacteria which can prevent constipation and enteritis. Hay provides forage (plant material, primarily leaves and stems) 
which requires chewing and grinding, which in turn prevents teeth from overgrowing.
Rabbits have very sensitive stomachs; therefore, they require better feed and in particular roughage, e.g. rabbits must 
eat ample amounts of grassy hay. Rabbits are prone to obesity (more than guinea pigs (cavies)) and reproduction 
decreases in overweight animals.
Guinea pigs (cavies) cannot produce their own vitamin C (like humans). So feeding of fruits and vegetables high in 
vitamin C is necessary, e.g. tomatoes, oranges, green peas, papaya or cabbage (high in vitamin C but can be toxic if 
intake is too high), twice a week is important.
Rabbits and guinea pigs (cavies) can be easily kept on free range. This also prevents obesity. However, pay attention to 
predators and the fact that rabbits dig holes and may escape.
Additional benefits
Rabbits and guinea pigs (cavies) produce manure, which can be used to replace chemical fertilizer.
The fur of rabbits can be tanned and processed. This is also possible for guinea pig (cavy) skins, but the latter are often 
consumed.
Start-up cost
The start-up costs are composed of the following elements:
• Cages or hutches.
• The costs have to cover the cages for the parent stock but additional cages are required for the offspring (separate 
cages for males and females).
• Breeding stock (animals of age to reproduce immediately if mated). A minimum of animals to start rabbit 
production is one buck and two does. The number of guinea pigs (cavies) in a start-up needs to be higher because 
of the smaller number of pups per litter.
• Feed: no commercial feed for both species are foreseen. The natural diet of rabbits and herbivorous rodents is a 
variety of grasses, herbs, leaves, some vegetables and fruits, some grains and some flour of tubers like cassava.
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Conclusions
• Rabbits are more efficient in terms of production (offspring, meat yield, meat quality and additional value of hide).
• Start-up costs for rabbits are higher (price of breeding stock, housing, feeding).
• Guinea pigs (cavies) do better on farm-grown diets.
• Guinea pigs (cavies) are more resistant against diseases.
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3. Keeping rabbits
There are only a few simple rules to follow in order to raise rabbits successfully:
• Begin with a healthy breeding stock
• Build a good hutch
• Provide good care to the animals (feeding, watering, disease prevention)
3.1 Selecting the breeding stock
Breeding and raising healthy rabbits require beginning with healthy rabbits. To ensure you choose a healthy rabbit, it is 
important to be able to answer YES to all six of the following questions before you take rabbits home:
1. Is the animal active and alert?
2. Are its eyes bright and clear?
3. Is its nose clean, not runny?
4. Are its ears clean and dry inside?
5. Is its fur smooth and clean?
6. Are its feet dry and free of sores?
If the rabbit fits these guidelines, verify the litter from which the rabbit came. Choose the rabbit that comes from 
a large litter and from a female that has produced good and large litters. Do not choose brothers and sisters for 
breeding; they will not produce healthy young. Buy only young rabbits.
Many rabbit breeds exist worldwide. Start with rabbits which are already adapted to the environment. Crossbreeding 
with exotic breeds requires good experience, hygiene and better feeding. Medium-sized breeds are the best option to 
start with.
3.2 Build a good hutch
Rabbits are very sensitive to rain, wind and sun. Keep these three factors in mind while constructing a hutch. The 
hutch should protect the rabbit from rain, wind and sun.
Regardless of size or design, a good hutch should provide:
• Light to the inside of the cage.
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• Protection from rain and wind.
• A quiet, safe home (undisturbed by dogs).
• A self-cleaning floor.
• A good roof that does not leak.
• Plenty of fresh air. Test the air flow with a candle—at 250C the airflow should be between 0.5–0.6 m/second (s), 
between 32–350C 1 m/s.
Note that each adult rabbit must have its own cage. This is very important. The sizes vary according to the use: 
breeding cage for does, cages for males. Rabbits for slaughter can be kept together in one cage.
A maternity cage with a nest box for a medium-breed rabbit should measure about 75 cm wide, 1 m deep and 60 cm 
high (suggested standard size).
Cage for a buck: this cage is also used for mating. Breeders often chose the same dimensions for all cages, which 
ensures more flexibility when expanding the number of parents. Cages for fattening: you can keep about 10 kits 
(bunnies) in a standard cage.
Hutch construction materials








• a combination of these materials
Construction templates
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In general, all materials are good for building a cage. However, what matters most is the making of the bottom of the 
cage. For convenience and regardless of the materials used, the floor of the cage should be self-cleaning to prevent 
disease. A self-cleaning floor can be made by stretching 1 cm of square wire netting in a frame. Rabbits manure and 
urine passes through the holes of wire and drops to the ground. The inside of the hutch then stays clean, dry and 
sanitary.
In the absence of wire netting, the breeder can make the cage bottom with the local materials available, for example, 
with split bamboo or, if necessary, with hardwood slats. If bamboo or hardwood slats are used to construct the cage 
bottom, care must be taken to disinfect the bottom of the cage to assure good hygiene and a healthy rabbit. The gap 
between two hardwood or bamboo slats should be 1.1–1.5 cm.
                         Wire mesh with holes of 1 cm                  Bottom of cage made from bamboo
3.3 Caring for the rabbits
When the hutch is ready and the selection of healthy rabbits done, rabbit production can start. In the following 
paragraphs, feeding and watering, and disease prevention, detection and treatment are presented.
Feeding and watering
The number of meals eaten by a rabbit is estimated at 20–30 times over 24 hours (per day), especially at night. The 
average quantity of food consumed per day (dry feed distributed at will) is:
• 150–350 g per rabbit depending of its physiological stage.
• 100–120 g per rabbit for fattening.
Rabbits drink lots of water, especially lactating rabbits and growing rabbits. The consumption of a lactating female is 
almost 1 litre per day, that of a female with her young is 1.5–2 litres per day. The water must always be clean.
For growth, energy and good health, rabbits need protein, vitamins, minerals and fibre. All of these nutrients can be 
found in the leaves of common plants and other foods.
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Inverter water bottle drinker                   A clay pot drinker                               Manger
Examples of foods that can be eaten by rabbits which provide the nutrients mentioned above are:
• Proteins can be found in green fodder but also in groundnuts, cottonseed and soybeans. These seeds are usually 
ground and added to rabbit mashes and pellets.
• Energy is provided in rice brans or cassava flour. If you use flours, you must add a bit of water to make them pasty.
• Vitamins A, D and E are needed by rabbits. Freshly cut green plants, some roots crops and high-quality hay provide 
these vitamins.
• Fibres are found in all green fodders.
• Minerals are found in all dry and fresh green plants.
Crop residues, farm surplus foods, agricultural by-products and kitchen waste can also be used to feed rabbits. You 
can also feed chicken or pig mash, if you have it. Be careful with feeding of cassava leaves.
Rabbits practise coprophagia—eating one’s own faeces. This is also known as ‘pseudorumination’. Food passes rapidly 
through the gut of the rabbit, so food is ingested a second time when the rabbit eats its droppings. During the night, 
the rabbit produces soft droppings wrapped in a thin membrane. The rabbit eats its soft droppings but does not touch 
its dry droppings.
3.4 Breeding
Rabbits do not have heat cycles, as does ovulate when they are put in with a buck to breed. Gestation lasts 30–32 
days and a doe will have on average six to eight bunnies (and even more). Does can be bred after six months; bucks 
mature at six to seven months. With up to seven litters per year and six to eight kits (bunnies) per litter, they can 
produce up to 56 kits (bunnies) per year.
How to mate rabbits
Mating always takes place in the male’s cage. Before transferring the female, it is necessary to check her health and 
observe the vulva to know if she is in heat, ready to accept the male. The rabbit in heat has a vulva pink to dark red. 
On the other hand, a pale pink, purple or white vulva indicates that it will not be receptive (ready for mating).
When mating rabbits, keep people and dogs away—they can frighten the rabbits and they will not mate.
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                                                          Mating                                                  Clay pot nest
Moving the female                        Diagnose pregnancy by                                  Box nests 
                                                   palpation about two weeks after mating  
If a female accepts a male, this is done within three to four minutes of the introduction of the female into the male’s 
cage. After this period, it is useless to insist. The doe can be rebred five hours after the first mating.
Mating should be in the morning or in the evening at a cool time, twice to ensure adequate fertilization. As soon as 
the doe has been mated, she is returned to her cage. Keep records of the mating (see under record keeping).
Palpate the doe 14 days after mating to be sure that she is pregnant. Four to five days before the expected date of 
kindling or birth, a small box—the nest—is placed in the doe’s cage. The doe will give birth in the box.
Age to breed
The age of doe at first mating is about six months, about seven months for the buck at first mating. The timing of 
rebreeding a doe depends on the size of the litter. The larger the last litter, the longer the interval (rest period) 
should be between parturition (birth) and next mating; a reasonable average is 20 days. The quality of feed distributed 
is also factored into the rest period between breeding. If the feeding of the rabbits consists essentially of green fodder 
to which no complementation is added, the breeder must wait until the kits (bunnies) are weaned before rebreeding 
the rabbit (approximately 45–50 days after parturition). On the other hand, if the breeder uses a balanced compound 
feed, the interval set between rebreeding may be 10–15 days.
Gestation period
Gestation is the period of time between mating and birth of young rabbits. The gestation period is approximately one 
month (30 days). Some litters may be kindled as early as the 29th day or as late as the 35th day. Most of the litters will 
be born between the 30th and 33rd day.
Does usually kindle (give birth) at night. After one or two days, the box should be checked and any dead kits (bunnies) 
should be removed. The ideal litter size should not be more than eight kits (bunnies). If necessary, you may have to 
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balance litter sizes by removing kits (bunnies) and adding to the litter of another doe. However, this is not always 
possible as the foster mother may refuse the added kits (bunnies).
Weaning and fattening of young rabbits
Young rabbits and does are separated (weaned) 35–45 days after birth depending on the feeding. Weaned animals 
are installed in fattening cages where they will spend between two to three months. The density of young rabbits in 
fattening cages varies from 12–14 m2.
It is during weaning time (eight weeks) that the sex of the young rabbits is determined. The young rabbit is placed on 
its back. There are two openings near the tail. The opening nearest the tail is the anus, where the droppings come 
out. Above this is the sex organs. If the rabbit has a split part, it is a female, and if the rabbit has a round protrusion 
with a small hole in the middle, the rabbit is a male.
How to hold a rabbit for sexing            Buck                                                   Doe
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Examples of rabbit production cycles (number of days)
Semi-intensive system: mating takes place 10 days after kindling
Extensive system: Mating takes place five days after weaning
Breeding difficulties
Sterility and false pregnancy are the two common causes of a doe’s failure to conceive. Extreme age (more than two 
years), poor physical condition, sore hocks, injuries and disease are factors that cause the doe to produce small litters 
and/or a reduced number of litters per year.
Some does eat their babies. This can be caused by a lack of protein in the doe’s diet. However, if the doe repeats this 
behaviour during the second kindling, she should be replaced.
Mastitis in does is when nipples become infected. The nipple becomes dark in colour (often referred to as blue 
breast). Antibiotic may help. Mastitis can become chronic and form abscesses. Do not transfer kits (bunnies) from a 
doe with mastitis to another doe; the kit (bunny) may infect the foster mother.
3.5 Rabbit diseases
Rabbit disease prevention
Disease prevention is better than treating disease which is often difficult. Following these simple rules can do much 
towards keeping rabbits free from disease:
• Keep hutch, nest boxes, water cans and mangers clean: hutch floors and feeders are cleaned every morning with soap 
and water;
• Give rabbits fresh food to eat. Remove stale food from the cage or mangers.
• Protect rabbits from intense sun, rain and draughts.
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• Keep unfriendly dogs away.
• When possible use wire netting for hutch floors, which are self-cleaning.
• Take sick rabbits away from the other rabbits immediately.
Common rabbit diseases 
Amitraz should not be used in rabbits. See Annex 1 for recommended drugs for rabbits
Disease Causes Symptoms Prevention/treatment
Abscesses Infection of small wounds, 
e.g. from nails in the cage
Abscesses can occur almost 
any place on the rabbit’s 
body, but frequently between 
the front legs
Keep the hutch clean
Wait until the abscess become soft, cut it open, 
drain the pus, disinfect, keep the incision open until 
completely drained
An injection with an antibiotic may be helpful
Anaemia Unbalanced feeding, early 
weaning
Slimming, lack of vigour, 
immobility
Balanced nutrition
Weaning of young rabbits between 45–60 days
Buck teeth One or more of the front 
teeth grow longer than 
the others
Difficulties while eating Clip the teeth with a wire cutter
Animals with buck teeth should not be kept for 
breeding
Coccidiosis Protozoan (Eimeria 
coccidia), a microscopic 
(can’t be seen by the 
human eye) parasite
Loss of appetite, dilation 
of the abdomen, diarrhoea 
often red as blood can be 
included, soft droppings, 
weight loss, mortality among 
young, sometimes spotted 
liver
Good conditions of hygiene in cage, remove droppings 
of sick animals from cage and nest
Avoid the causes of stress
Treatment with anticoccidial (amprolium, 
sulphadimethoxine etc.) in the drinking water
Diarrhoea Various causes like spoiled 
feed, overeating, stress, 
pathogens and internal 
Parasites
Droppings are semi-solid to 
liquid, often like jelly, animals 
lose appetite, grinding of 
teeth
Sanitation, good food, clean water
Treatments are often not efficient because of the 
different causes
Scabies of ears, 
legs, scalp
Ear mites (Psoroptes 
cuniculi, Sarcoptes scabiei)
The rabbit scratches 
the head and face, the 
appearance of crusty lesions, 
claws are exaggeratedly 
lengthened
Soften the crusts with vegetable oils with added 
acaricides (any product used for other species can be 
used for washing)
Ivermectin injection Repeat the treatment
Check the animals regularly to start treatments early
Colds pneumonia Often caused by 
pathogens, but also due to 
poor aeration (lack of air 
and air circulation), low 
temperature
Sneezing, runny nose, 
weeping eyes, sometime ear 
infections (the animal tilts 
the neck)






Diarrhoea, dead weigh loss if 
the infection is massive
Vermifuge (piperazine)
Inverted ivermectin
Enterotoxaemia Bacteria (Clostridium 
perfringens)
Attacks rabbits that have 
given birth at the time of the 
rise of milk, sudden death
Balanced diet
Administration of vitamin K3
Vaccinations of rabbits
Myxomatosis A virus infection 
transmitted by blood-
sucking insects
Inflammation and swollen 
eyes, ears, nose and genitals, 
high fever, discharge of pus 
from nose and ears
No treatment
Isolation of infected stock Some animals may survive
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Head leans to one side Ineffective treatment
Staphylococcus Bacteria (Staphylococcus 
aureus)
Leg aches, mastitis and 
abscess, thinning, chronic 
metritis, general condition 
is bad
Keep the cage clean
Treatment with oral antibiotics like Némovit®
Ringworm 
and other skin 
infections
Caused by fungal 
pathogens
Usual signs are dry, crusty 
scabs and loss of hair
Special fungicides Tincture of iodine
Ringworm is contagious for humans, wear gloves when 
treating
How to administer medicines 
Oral administration: use a syringe, you may extend the syringe with a small rubber hose, e.g. like the ones used as a fuel 
hose in motorcycles to ensure that the medicine remains in the mouth. If using a fuel hose, make sure that it is clean.
Topical administration: apply directly to the infected area (skin, ears).
Intramuscular (IM) injection: at the back (hind) leg, feel for the muscle, then insert the needle and push the plunger.
Subcutaneous (SC) injection: at the back, below the neck, pull up skin so that it forms a tent, then insert the needle 
and push the plunger.
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3.6 Slaughtering of a rabbit 
Rabbits are ready for slaughter at the age of four months with a weight of 2.0–2.5 kg. The best weight for slaughter 
is when the animal has reached about 60% of the weight of the parents, e.g. if the parents have a weight of 3.5 kg, the 
slaughter weight of young animals should be about 2 kg. In extensive small farmer holdings with poor feeding, the age 
for slaughter is late (between four to six months).
Twist the neck placing the thumb behind the ear.
How to skin a rabbit I.
1. Cut the skin between the thighs
2. Remove the skin from the hind leg
3. Tear the skin towards the front leg
4. Skinned carcass
5. Eviscerate (take out the internal organs) the rabbit
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The rabbit is cut into pieces                                         The meat is instantly cooked to avoid any bacterial 
(Photos from » Elevage du lapin en milieu tropical »)     contamination (food poisoning)   
3.7 Record keeping
Templates for record keeping for rabbit and guinea pig (cavy) breeders are shown in Section 5.
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4. Guinea pig (cavy) production 
4.1 Selecting the breeding stock
From the standpoint of producing guinea pigs (cavies) for meat, the long-haired breeds requiring special care should be 
avoided. Large, young, healthy animals should be selected to begin breeding. The colour of the wild guinea pig (cavy) is 
brown, but there are also bi- and tri-coloured guinea pigs (cavies) with short or long hair. The pictures in this manual 
show various breeds.
For selection criteria, see Section 3.1 on rabbits, ‘Selecting the breeding stock’.
If you buy new animals, keep them separated from your existing stock. This quarantine is necessary to ensure that the 
new animals do not transmit diseases to your existing stock.
4.2 Build a good hutch
The following conditions must be met when choosing the place to construct the hutch:
• Not too hot (exposed to direct sunlight)
• No violent wind
• Not exposed to rain
• No humidity
The hutch should be close to the house or even in the house if a well ventilated and sufficiently lit place can be found. 
The hutch must be well protected against dogs and cats as guinea pigs (cavies) are very fearful.
Hutch construction materials 
Guinea pigs (cavies) do not climb, thus their cages need not be high. A cage depth from 36–55 cm is recommended. 
A shallow cage permits hinging and lifting of the roof for inspection and clean-up. Guinea pigs (cavies) should be 
separated by sex and age. If two or more males are kept with one or more females, they may fight, and one male may 
be injured. Therefore, only one male at a time should be penned with females to be mated. However, boars without 
females can be housed together. Other cages might house young males, young females, pregnant females and females 
and their young. The minimum floor space per animal is 700 cm2.
Guinea pigs (cavies) like to sleep on a solid floor. A small, removable box made from wood is recommended. Females 
with young will seek refuge within the box while larger animals will sleep on the upper level.
Guinea pigs (cavies) are sensitive to draughts. Some sides or the back and sides can be of solid wood.
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Construction of a hutch
Solid bottom with bedding                                                Cage with hinged roof
How to arrange cages for the different groups of animals
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4.3 Caring for guinea pigs (cavies)
Guinea pigs (cavies) cannot climb, they do not bite, they are timid and may scratch when afraid. Their senses of smell and 
hearing are very sharp. Guinea pigs (cavies) are noisy. They squeal when hungry or when attacked and murmur as they 
eat. Guinea pigs (cavies) like to live in cages with others. They often seek out dark places where they can run and hide.
Handling of guinea pigs (cavies)
4.4 Feeding and watering
Guinea pigs (cavies) eat large quantities of feed and guinea pigs (cavies) are messy—they defecate in food and water 
crocks; therefore, the use of suspended feeders and water bottle drinkers is recommended.
Bottle drinker                          Pellet feeder                                     Hay/grass manger (V shaped trough
Guinea pigs (cavies) are strict herbivores that will eat a wide variety of foods. Guinea pigs (cavies) establish early 
preferences for food items; changing the feed ration may require some time for the animals to become accustomed 
to it. Guinea pigs (cavies) need large amounts of vitamin C, and this is best acquired through fresh foliage. Guinea pigs 
(cavies) will tire of the same food given continuously. It is a good practice to vary the food in the diet according to 
what is available and to avoid overuse of any one grass. Guinea pigs (cavies) are gluttonous: they eat day and night and 
consume surprising amounts of feed. Pay attention, however, as the intake of large quantities of succulent food may in 
the end cause bloating and death.
Among the kinds of food guinea pigs (cavies) will eat are uncooked household scraps from some fruits and 
vegetables, grasses in general, and the foliage of many weeds and annual plants. Guinea pigs (cavies) do not like 
aromatic (strong smelling) foliage in general. Guinea pigs (cavies) prefer tender and softer foliage, may reject older 
leaves and cannot eat woody parts. The foliage of many trees is good food for guinea pigs (cavies). Usually, growing 
branches are cut and given to them. Trees that are known to be poisonous or rejected by cattle should not be 
used. Guinea pigs (cavies) will also eat edible roots and tubers, especially when very hungry. In general, they do not 
care for ripe fruits, but will eat pods and immature grains. Guinea pigs (cavies) usually do not eat hard grains and 
grain legumes.
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Leaves of tomato, pepper and potato are often rejected. Kikuyu grass (bana grass) given over a longer period may 
become poisonous to guinea pigs (cavies). Leaves of legumes should be used with care.
To overcome the dry season, hay can be prepared in advance. Plant materials used for hay should be those that are 
known in advance to be acceptable foods for guinea pigs (cavies). They can be cut and laid to dry in the sun and then 
stored in a dry shed until needed. When possible, a small planting of suitable feeds should be kept growing during the 
dry season in order to be able to give the guinea pigs (cavies) some fresh greens daily, and thus fulfil their vitamin C 
requirement.
Guinea pigs (cavies) will often obtain all the water they need from foliage, however when feeding hay, additional fresh 
water needs to be provided.
Do not feed raw and sprouted potatoes, raw green beans, onions, any spoiled feedstuff, milk, eggs or cooked vegetables.
4.5 Breeding
Guinea pig (cavy) sows go into heat and are able to reproduce as young as three weeks and thereafter every 2–3 
weeks. However, to avoid stunting, females (sows) should not be mated before they reach 0.60–0.7 kg at the age of 
about three months; boars should not be mated before they reach the age of four months. Sows gestate for over two 
months (68–72 days). The litter size varies between one and seven pups. Litters of two are common as sows only 
have two functional breasts; pups of larger litters are often weak and die early.4 The mature female comes into heat a 
few hours after giving birth. 
How to mate guinea pigs (cavies)
Watch for signs indicating that the sow is in heat (see images below).
Age to breed
The sow may have the first oestrus at the age of five weeks, but to avoid complications it is better to wait until the 
sow reaches the age of five months with a weight of 700 g. Boars should not be used for mating before the age of six 
months although they become sexually mature at about six weeks.
Every 15–20 days, the female will be in heat again.
Normal position                                             Inward curved backbone (sign of heat)
4. United Nations Development Programme Democratic Republic of the Congo Projet Plan d’Action National d’Adaptation au changement 
climatique- Adaptation du Secteur; The potential productivity of one sow corresponds to 13 weaned pups at the age of 15 weeks with an average 
weight of 710 g.
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Gestation period
About 68 days
Weaning and fattening of young guinea pigs (cavies)
Sows are not attentive mothers; fortunately, young animals are very precocious. They walk right after birth, eyes open 
and they have teeth. Weaning can be done after three weeks. Because of the early sexual maturity, young males and 
females should be kept separately when removed from the sow.
Male                                                                           Single pair of nipples
Breeding difficulties
Sterility among females is common, especially with age. If mated females do not produce within two months after 
spending one month with males, they should be replaced. Females ought to be replaced after one and a half years, not 
only to avoid sterility but also to permit improvement by selection.
Males can also be sterile. They should be replaced when not sexually active or when suspected of sterility.  To avoid 
inbreeding (mating of brother-sister or parent-offspring), it is necessary to remove the young from their parents and to 
separate male and female young animals before the breeding age. It is also recommended to exchange males with other 
breeders.
4.6 Guinea pig (cavy) diseases
Guinea pigs (cavies) are sensitive to a number of drugs commonly used (even for rabbits). In Annex A, a list of 
recommended drugs is given. This list should be shared with staff in charge of animal health including the CAHW.
Disease prevention
As a general rule, guinea pigs (cavies) are considered to be relatively pest and disease free. There are usually fewer 
disease problems and deaths with guinea pigs (cavies) than with rabbits. Prevention is more effective than treatment. It 
is therefore necessary to check the health of your guinea pigs (cavies) daily: eyes, skin, rectum (for diarrhoea) and the 
genital organs. Signs often seen in a sick animal include: running nose and eyes, sniffing and coughing, lack of appetite, 
loss of weight, diarrhoea (sometimes red when blood is included), stomach hard and swollen, drooling, accelerated 
breathing, and itching and scratching.
Apply quarantine measures when buying new animals—keep the new animal isolated from your existing stock. The 
quarantine period may be as long as one month.
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The health of guinea pigs (cavies) is maintained by sufficient green food, often partially wilted to avoid bloating. 
Cages should be cleaned frequently. Cages should be dry, somewhat ventilated, but without draughts. Temperature 
extremes should be avoided. Guinea pigs (cavies) can be killed by rats, cats and dogs. Adequate housing can prevent 
attack by other animals.
Excessive draughts may lead guinea pigs (cavies) to contract pneumonia, which is frequently fatal. They may be infected 
with a parasitic disease similar to coccidiosis (an intestinal parasite) which produces diarrhoea. It is treated with the same 
drinking water additives used for chickens, but it is easy to avoid by using clean water, clean feed and proper housing.
Internal parasites can become a problem to be avoided by correct housing and initial use of healthy stock. Medicines 
used for clearing other animals of parasites, like fenbendazole, are effective—but prevention through clean water, feed 
and housing is preferable to treatment.
Common diseases
Do not treat guinea pigs (cavies) yourself without advice from your veterinarian. Guinea pigs (cavies) cannot be safely 
given a number of antibiotics and other medicines, so only those medicines which clearly indicate ‘for use on guinea 
pigs (cavies)’ should be administered.
Skin diseases 
First sign is often an abnormal loss of hair. This symptom can have different causes such as vitamin deficiencies, 
hormonal imbalance often during pregnancy, skin parasites like lice and mites but also by a fungal infection, known as 
ringworm because of its circular form. This latter infection is very contagious even to humans.
Diseases caused by parasites and mycosis
Ringworm                                   Mites                                          Ear mites
If your guinea pig (cavy) shows a loss of hair and is itching or scratching check for lice or mites. Lice and their eggs are 
usually seen in the bald patches behind your guinea pig’s (cavy’s) ears. Guinea pigs (cavies) can give these parasites to 
each other and can also get them from food and dirty bedding.
Treatments
Lice, mites Ringworm Vitamin deficiencies Hormonal problems
Local treatment with an Antifungal ointment like Improve feeding, Will generally disappear
antiparasitic product clotrimazole (can be balanced feeds after parturition
(pyrethrin shampoo) found in local
Injection of Ivermectin pharmacies)




• Rough wire flooring
• Flesh wounds or fractures
• Poor husbandry
• Trauma predisposes to secondary bacterial infections
Treatment
• Move the sick animal to solid, clean environment
• Local treatment (antibiotic ointment, disinfectant solutions). Crusty, painful lesions are slow to heal
Normal feet                                                                    Pododermatitis
Digestive problems
Signs Cause Treatment
Constipation Cavy does not defecate Not enough water, not enough 
fibre (roughage)
Provide vegetables with high 
water content, unrestricted 
access to water
Diarrhoea Not eating, depressive, 
dehydration, low body 
temperature
Guinea pigs (cavies) have a 
sensitive gastro-intestinal tract 
(as do rabbits).
Diarrhoea is caused when 
feeding too many green 
vegetables, from overeating, 
changes in diet, but also from 
bacterial infections, coccidiosis 
and gastro- intestinal worms.
If caused by feed: change the 
diet, provide more roughage, 
free access to clean (boiled) 
water to which salt is added
If caused by worms: deworm 
with an appropriate dewormer 
(ivermectin, albendazole etc.)
Do not use amprolium to
treat coccidiosis, rather use 
sulphadimidine
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Respiratory diseases
Guinea pigs (cavies) are sensitive to cold air draughts and can easily develop an upper respiratory infection or worse 
yet, pneumonia. Rabbits, dogs and cats can contaminate guinea pigs (cavies) with a pathogen against which they are 








Often with an infection of the ear, the animal tilts its head
Sulfonamides, tylosin
Beware of other common antibiotics like ampicillin, 
oxytetracycline, penicillin or streptomycin which are not 
suitable for guinea pigs (cavies)
Miscellaneous ailments
Malocclusion (see photo below)
Overgrowing of premolar and molar teeth (see picture hereafter)
Clinical signs Causes Treatment
Weight loss, excessive salivation, 
tongue trauma
Inherited, vitamin deficiencies, feed 
too soft, unbalanced feed
Trimming of teeth, but this 
solution will only provide 
temporary relief
Eye ailments
Guinea pigs’ (cavies’) eyes come in a variety of colours, namely red, ruby and pink. Eye discharge in the form of a milky 
white liquid is normal.
Cataract                                                                         Ruptured eye
Signs of eye problems are: crusty eyes, watery eyes, cloudy eyes, protruding eyes and ulcerated eyes. These symptoms 
are often signs of real ailments such as respiratory disease, injury, cataracts, tooth problems, abscesses and allergies.
The treatment is local (eye ointment or eye drops), but the cause of origin also must be treated.
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Malocclusion                                                        Scurvy (vitamin C deficiency)
Vitamin C deficiency (scurvy)
Guinea pigs (cavies) cannot produce vitamin C (neither can humans or primates). Therefore, vitamin C must be fed, e.g. 
tomatoes, oranges, green peas, papaya or cabbage (high in vitamin C but can be toxic if intake is too high).
Clinical signs of scurvy are:
• Swollen, painful joints
• Reluctance to move (animals hop instead of walking)
• Delayed wound healing
• Haemorrhages
• Impaired bone/teeth formation
• Death
Prevention: feeding of fruits and vegetables high in vitamin C is necessary, e.g. tomatoes, oranges, green peas, papaya 
or cabbage (high in vitamin C but can be toxic if intake is too high) twice a week is important.
Treatment: possible but most likely not justified economically with ascorbic acid (vitamin C tablets) in water: 200–400 
mg per litre of water.
Pregnancy Toxemia
A metabolic disorder, also found in goats and sheep (ketosis) and cows (acetonemia). The blood sugar level gets very 
low.
Causes: stress, changes of diets, female obese or not receiving enough food
Treatment: often not very successful as the females may die very quickly
4. 7 Slaughtering of guinea pigs (cavies)
Guinea pigs (cavies) are killed by three techniques: (1) a strong blow at the base of the head and neck with a pipe, 
(2) by twisting and dislocating the neck and (3) by holding the body of the animal in one hand, placing a thumb at the 
junction of head and neck, then simultaneous stretching the body and pushing down with the thumb. All techniques 
require some practise to perfect (see images under Section 3.6 ‘Slaughtering of a rabbit’).
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Once killed, guinea pigs (cavies) are usually prepared after scraping the hairs. Sometimes the animal is simply gutted 
and roasted over a low burning fire. The singed hair is then scraped off the skin with a dull knife.
Typical South American guinea pig (cavy) dishes
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5. Record keeping 
The record for does/guinea pig (cavy) sows includes under ‘parturition’ the option that kits (bunnies)/pups from other 
does/sows have been added or that kits (bunnies)/pups have been removed and added to other does/sows to balance 
the litter when one litter is too large.
Departure and reason: indicate if sold, exchanged or dead.
Record for does/guinea pig (cavy) sows
www.cuniculture.info ID number of doe/sow: Cage No.:
Name of owner: Date of entry/birth: Departure date:
Origin of female: Date of first mating: Reason for departure
No. Date Buck/ 
boar ID:
Parturition Weaning Observations






Date No. Total Weight 
Total
Record for bucks/guinea pig (cavy) boars
www.cuniculture.info Male ID: Cage No.:
Name of owner: Date entry/birth: Departure:
Origin of buck/boar: Date of 1st mating: Reason:
No. Date ID of doe/
sow mated
No. of kits 
(bunnies)/ 
pups born
Observations No. Date ID of doe/
sow mated
No. of kits 
(bunnies)/
pups born Observations
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Annex 1: Recommended drugs for rabbits and 
guinea pigs (cavies)
Avoid extended use of drugs; many drugs can become toxic when used over a longer period. These recommendations 
are indicative. Carefully read the information which comes with the product (label, flyer, instruction leaflet).
Drug name Dosage Clinical indication
Albendazole 10 mg/kg orally, repeat after two weeks Dewormer
Amprolium 4.3% solution 1 millilitre (ml)/litre of drinking water over five days, 
can be repeated after two weeks
Coccidiosis
Amoxicillin Only use as injection 15 milligrams (mg)/kg SC or IM Antibiotic
Carbonyl 5% powder Dust once a week External parasites
Clotrimazole cream Topic application Fungal treatment like ringworm
Doxycycline Orally up to 4 mg/kg Antibiotic
Enrofloxacin 5–15 mg/kg orally, SM or IM Antibiotic
Fenbendazole -20 mg/kg orally, repeat after two weeks Dewormer
Ivermectin -0.4 mg/kg orally or SC, repeat after two weeks Against internal (mites) and external 
parasites (roundworms)
Mebendazole 10–20 mg/kg orally, one treatment may be sufficient Dewormer, roundworms
Neomycin 30 mg/kg SC or orally Antibiotic
Oxytetracycline 15 mg/kg SC or IM or 50 mg/kg orally Antibiotic
Penicillin Dose Antibiotic
Piperazine -400 mg/kg drinking water for seven days, repeat after 
10 days
Dewormer, Ascaris
Praziquantel 5–10 mg/kg orally, SC or IM Dewormer
Pyrantel pamoate 5–10 mg/kg orally Tapeworms
Streptomycin 50 mg/kg IM Antibiotic
Sulphadimidine -5 mg/ml drinking water Antibiotic, coccidiosis
Sulphamezathine -250 mg/litre drinking water for five days Antibiotic
Trimethoprim/sulphadiazine -30 mg/kg orally or 50 mg/kg SC Antibiotic
Pyrethrin based shampoo Washing of animals, once a week Insecticide, mites
Vitamin K 1–10 mg/kg In case of poisoning with common rat 
killer
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Recommended common drugs for guinea pigs (cavies) 
(Source: http://www.thepetsite.co.uk/vetknowledge/health/diseases/guineapigdrugs.htm) 
Drug name Dosage Clinical indication
Amitraz Prepare according to manufacturer’s 
instructions: topical application, treatment 
interval 14 days
External parasites, lice, mites
Carbonyl 5% powder Dust once a week External parasites
Clotrimazole cream Topical application Fungal treatment, ringworm
Enrofloxacin 5 mg/kg twice daily orally or SC Antibiotic
Fenbendazole 20 mg/kg Dewormer
Ivermectin 200–400 mcg per kg orally or SC Against internal and external parasites
Neomycin 30 mg/kg SC or 5 mg/kg orally Antibiotic
Piperazine 10 mg/ml drinking water for seven days, 
repeat after 10 days
Dewormer, Ascaris
Praziquantel 5–10 mg/kg orally or IM Dewormer
Sulphadimidine 20 g/litre drinking water for five days Antibiotic, coccidiosis
Sulphamezathine 1 g/litre drinking water for five days Antibiotic
Sulphaquinoxline 1 mg/ml drinking water if used against 
coccidiosis treat for five days
Antibiotic, coccidiosis
Trimethoprim/sulphadiazine 0.5 ml/kg SC Antibiotic
Tylosin 10 mg/kg twice daily orally, SC or IM Antibiotic
Pyrethrin-based shampoo Wash animal once a week Insecticide
Vitamin C 10–30 mg/kg orally or IM Vitamin C deficiency
Vitamin K 1–10 mg/kg In case of poisoning with common rat 
killer
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Annex 2: Practical tips for feeding of rabbits 
and cavies for smallholder farmers in the 
southern Democratic Republic of Congo
The following list does not include commercial rabbit or cavies feed
Details of the table hereafter are taken from:
• FAO: The rabbit, husbandry, health and reproduction






The table also provides a list of weeds found in the field and on riverbanks which are used by rabbit and cavy breeders 




Rice, rice bran, rice straw Rice bran Cavies do not like grains
Maize, maize bran, green leaves Low in protein, requires supplementation, cavies do not like grains
Wheat and wheat bran Yes Cavies do not like grains
Sorghum Sorghum grains and sorghum leaves , cavies do not like grains
Oil cakes 
Soybeans, soya cake, soybean husks. Soybean hay Good protein source, hay equivalent to alfalfa hay
Oil palm cake High fibre , protein rich, Blended with maize or soybean meal
Coconut  and its cake Mainly husks with the tender meat 
Groundnut and groundnut cake, their leaves fresh and dry 
(hay)
Attention to aflatoxins in cake, rabbits eat groundnut , cavies do not 
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Cotton seed cake Good protein source
Roots , tubers and their leaves
Potatoes/potato peeling Potato peelings are kitchen waste and can be used as feed, should be 
fed cooked. Do not feed green/sprouted potatoes
Cassava meal , cassava peels,
Cassava leaves (foliage)
Meal up to 45% of ration, requires protein and fibre supplement, 
cassava peel have however 6% protein and 10% crude fibre, leaves 
have high protein content (do not feed more than 20% of fresh leaves 
and 40% of dried leaves)
Sweet potatoes Good energy source, leaves have high protein content, peels can be 
fed, produce good weight gains in rabbits
(sweet potato leaves up to 80%, can replace the root)
Beets Must be cut in small pieces, the skin can also be fed (household 
waste), Beware of beet leaves as they are high in calcium and oxalates
Carrots Both leaves and root, high protein content, leaves are rich in minerals, 
limit intake because of high sugar content
Yams In moderation No
Forage crops/tree /shrub fodder/hay
Alfalfa (Lucerne) Wide variety of minerals, vitamins C, E and K, green alfalfa can be used 
as sole feed, hay is harder to digest
Amaranthus (lenga lenga) foliage High protein as supplement for maize bran or oil cake
Andropogon (Gambia grass) Leaves , low protein content
Bracharia mutica/ruziziensis Low protein content requires adding of legumes, better is feeding 
bracharia/stylosanthes from mixed cropping
Cajanus cajan (pigeon peas, pois congo) Green leaves and small branches of pigeon pea are used as protein 
rich forage, hay can replace alfalafa hay, can be used up to 35% in diets
Callandria calothyrus Fresh leaves, lower protein than leucena
Centrosoma pubescens Fresh leaves, high protein
Cowpeas (Vigna ungulculata), Hay is equivalent to alfalfa hay, beans need to be dehulled and 
fermented, not more than 60%
Cynodon e.g. Bermuda (star) grass Fresh Bermuda grass is used as a supplement to concentrates, but 
animals do not like it a lot
Desmodium Fresh leaves, high potassium, not more than 30% in diet
Gliricidia A maximum 2% of the ration, may have negative impact on semen 
quality, less palatable than leucena
Lablab purpureus (pois Gerville) Forage suitable for rabbit feeding, even when used as sole feed, but it 
is more valuable when included in a balanced die, lablab seeds need to 
be decorticated and cooked as they contain tannin. Feed intake can be 
improved when fed together with a grass (Pennisetum)
Leucena leucocephala High-protein content contains mimosine so maximum feed intake 
should be limited to 60% of ration, good supplement when feeding 
maize bran
Mucuna (velvet bean) Bean seed meal and velvet bean leaves can be fed, similar nutritional 
value as soybean meal
Moringa oleifera High protein, high calcium, moringa is said to have  some 
coccidiostatic effect, should not exceed 50% of the total ration
Panicum maximum (guinea grass) Low protein, , but good crude fibre and energy, straw is a  good litter, 
feeding ad libitum
Pennisetum :elephant grass, Napier grass, Bana grass, 
Kikuyu grass
Poor performance because of low protein, source of crude fibre. 
Straw is good litter
Pueraria spp Good green fodder during the entire year
Sesbania Fresh leaves
Setaria Poor in protein but a good roughage when concentrated feed or 
meals is given
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Feed Rabbits Cavies
Quantity, warnings
Sugar cane and molasses Good rabbit feed, but low in protein, dried leaves, green leaves and 
chopped sugar cane can be fed
Stylosanthes Good green fodder; grows the whole year (not more than 50%)
Trypsacum laxum (Guatemala grass) Low protein content; can be fed freely but needs to be supplemented 
with fishmeal or soybean meal
Vegetables 
Cabbage (red and green) Good vitamin C source, standard 
feed for rabbits in Europe
Good vitamin C source but higher 
quantities can be toxic
Salad yes Yes, but should be restricted as it 
can cause diarrhoea
Tomatoes A good vitamin C source; do not feed leaves and stalks
Peas and beans A good vitamin C source No raw beans
Cucumbers Yes, but not nutritive, high water content can cause diarrhoea
Cauliflowers Yes Yes
Paprika Yes Yes, rich in vitamin C, only feed 
ripe paprika
Spinach Should not be fed too often as it contains oxialic acid 
Fruits (pay attention to sugar intake)
Orange Are safe for rabbits Rich in vitamin C. Not to be fed 
often because fruit acids
Banana (fruit, leaves, stems) Rich in energy, poor in protein, must be supplemented, leaves can be 
used as green forage, chopped stems 
Banana leaves: not more than 40%
Plantain leaves Yes
Citrus/pin apple pulp Good vitamin C source in particular for cavies but pour in protein
Papaya Good vitamin C source but may cause indigestion and colic, chopped 
stems, leaves 
Mango tree Leaves can be used as fodder
Other feed items
Fishmeal, meat meal Protein source found in 
concentrated feed
Aromatic tree leaves e.g. Eucalyptus Eucalyptus in larger quantities is 
toxic 
Not appreciated by cavies
Water hyacinths (as found in DRC rivers) Stems. bulbs and roots can be 
eaten
The entire plant is toxic 
Minerals (salt mixed with bone meal) Yes Yes
Vegetal charcoal (small pieces of charcoal) Yes Yes, to treat intestinal infections, 
diarrhoea
Branches of trees/shrubs Yes, to avoid malocclusion of 
teeth
Not very appreciated
Water If no fresh forage is fed
Unsafe feed
Avocado Not to be fed
Dairy products, eggs and cooked vegetables, meat, baked 
goods
Milk diluted with water (50%) 
can be given to pregnant does
Not to be fed
Garlic No No
Onions No No
Chilli pepper No No
Mushrooms Even those which can be eaten by humans
Taro (cocyams, colocase) All parts are toxic
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(used as herbal 
medicine)
   
                  
Leaves and leaves’ meal, 
relatively high in protein 
(better than pennisetum 
but lower than amaranthus 
or cassava leaves), balanced 
and rich source of macro- 
and micronutrients, high 









     
Invasive weed, eaten as 
leafy vegetable in Tanzania, 
used as herbal drug in 
Uganda and Ethiopia
CIAT working document 2010: Burhale, South Kivu,  
Democratic Republic of the Congo




                                                               
Herbal medicine as 
anthelmintic, can be used 
as insect repellent 
Fresh or dried as hay 







                                                                  Has some medical effects 
as diuretic, lowering 
fever, calming. Combating 






 Not more than 20% of a 
diet






diabetic and anti-parasitic 
effects) , rich in protein 
vitamins and minerals 





Most rabbits consider 
dandelion as tasty, feed 
only leaves, improves 
appetite 
Dandelion can turn rabbit 
wee orange/red (this is no 
sign of diseases)
                                                                 




Used as forage, (15–20% 
crude protein) but can 
have negative effect on 







Roasted meal is a feed 
ingredient mainly for 
grower rabbits, 
Seeds are poisonous
